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Discussion on Virtue: The Noble Cause Corruption
One controversial concept in criminal justice is the means that officers use to keep the society safe. This controversy brings about the concept of the noble cause corruption. This concept refers to the virtuous and moral commitment to keeping the world and society safer for every person (Cooper, 2012). the noble cause corruption specifically is the commitment to making the world safer for the less privileged and the groups likely to be victimized. It protects such groups of people from further victimization in society by those willing to met injustice upon them (Miller, 1999). The noble cause corruption is the main reason why many officers join law enforcement and protection forces such as the police service and drug enforcement agencies. This is because such people are driven by the dire to ensure that the world becomes a safe place for its inhabitants.
It must be mentioned that the officers’ desires to keep the world safer can sometimes overwhelm or become more important than the means through which the end is met. When that happens, the officers can decide to corrupt the means through which the end result is met. The end result, in this case, is a safe world for everyone. However, for a safe world to be achieved, there must be processes and procedures through which officers use to keep crime at aby. These means can be seen as less important compared to the end goal or end desire of the officers. This can lead to these officers using unethical and immoral ways to help keep the world safe. This what brings about the noble cause corruption. This also explains why in the criminal justice system, the means through which officers use to obtain evidence is given significant attention. In the United States for example, evidence obtained through illegal means is termed as a fruit of a poisonous tree and once determined to be so, it is ruled out in any criminal case.
An example of the noble cause corruption is when a police officer uses the services of a hacker to hack into the personal accounts of a suspect in order to find evidence of illegal transactions that can help pin the person down in a court of law. This can be done to gain information that can help to prove that a person is a drug dealer, for example. In this case, the police officer’s desire to keep the world free from drug traffickers becomes more important that the means of achieving the desire and that is why such an officer engages in an unethical means to obtain evidence (Grometstein, 2007).
In the example above where the officer hacks a personal account of a suspect to obtain evidence of transactions linking him to drug trafficking, the collective community’s need for safety is sufficient justification for the officer’s actions. This is because, if enough evidence is not found to link the drug trafficker to drug trafficking happening in the community, he will continue with his business of supplying illicit drugs and this can spoil the lives of hundreds of people, both young and adults and this will retard the growth of the society and lead to more criminal cases in the community. Therefore, the evidence can help keep the drug trafficker in jail and prevent further drug trafficking which will go a long way in saving many lives from the ruthlessness of drug addiction.
The actions of the officer in the extortionist example can be considered virtuous in the sense that even though the means through the police uses to keep the world safe can be seen to be somewhat unethical, the actions are geared towards alleviating further harm to the larger public in the society (Caldero & Crank, 2010). This helps the society. To be safe and free of criminals. Therefore, the actions of the officer can as well be seen as virtuous and bringing about the greater good for many people.
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